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HUS  VII* 

To  dll  the  Faithful  of  the  Catholic  Churchy  spread  ovei{  all 
the  World . 

In  the  melancholy  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed* 
we  shed  tears  of  tenderness,  and  we  bless  God,  the  eternal 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies, 
and  the  God  of  all  consolation,  who  bestows  on  us  a 
comfortable  refreshment,  which  is  that  of  seeing  fulfilled 
in  our  person  what  his  divine  Son,  our  Redeemer,  announc¬ 
ed  heretofore  to  St.  Peter,  the  prince  of  the  Apostles, 
(whose  successor  we  are,  although  unworthy)  when  he 
Said  to  him  :  “  When  thou  art  old,  thou  wilt  stretch  out 
4i  thy  hands,  and  another  person  shall  gird  thee,  and 
u  shall  lead  thee  whither  thou  wouldst  not  go.” 

We  knowr,  however,  and  we  declare,  that  (being  at 
peace  with  the  whole  world,  and  ever  praying  incessantly 
for  peace  among  all  Princes)  no  one  can,  without  an 
act  of  violence,  take  us  out  of  the  city  of  Rome,  our  peace¬ 
able  and  lawful  residence,  because  it  is  the  capital  of  our 
States,  the  special  See  of  the  Holy  Roman  Church,  and 
the  universal  centre  of  Catholic  unity,  of  which,  by  an  ap¬ 
pointment  of  divine  Providence,  we  are  upon  earth  the 
ruler  and  chief. 

We  therefore  yield  up  with  resignation  our  Pontifical 
hands  to  the  power  which  binds  them,  to  drag  us  elsewhere  * 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  wTe  declare  the  authors  of  that  da¬ 
ring  action  responsible  towards  God  for  all  its  consequen¬ 
ces.  On  our  part  we  form  but  one  desire,  we  give  but  one 
advice,  but  one  command  to  our  faithful  subjects,  to  our 
beloved  and  special  flock  of  the  Catholic  Church,  that  they 
should  imitate  with  fervour  the  conduct  of  the  faithful  of 
the  first  century,  at  an  epocha  when  St,  Peter  was 


confined  in  prison,  and  when  the  Church  ceased  not  to  ad¬ 
dress  her  prayers  for  him  to  the  Lord. 

Unworthy  as  we  are  of  being  successor  of  this  glorious 
Apostle,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  our  beloved  children  will 
bestow  on  their  tender  and  common  father,  this  charitable 
duty,  which  will  perhaps  be  the  last.  And  in  reward,  we 
bestow  on  them,  from  the  fulness  of  our  heart,  our  Aposto¬ 
lical  Benediction. 

At  our  Qidrinal  Palace ,  6th  July  1809. 
f  Place  for  the  seal. 

PIUS  VII,  POPE. 

An  exact  Account  of  the  Seizure  and  Journey  of  Pius  VII. 

In  the  night,  between  the  5th  and  6th  of  July,  1809, 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  considerable  detachment 
of  the  Roman  garrison  came  in  silence  towards  the  Quiri- 
nal  Palace  (from  which  the  Holy  Father  had  not  departed 
since  the  first  invasion  of  the  States  of  the  Church),  and 
surrounded  it  on  all  sides.  Whilst  some  climbed  the  walls 
of  the  Palace,  others  climbed  that  part  of  the  palace,  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Pope’s  household.  After  attempting  for  an 
hour,  or  for  five  quarters  of  an  hour,  the  soldiers  succeeded 
in  entering,  having  General  Radet  at  their  head.  They 
began  by  attacking  the  guard-house,  and  disarming  the  Swiss 
Guards,  for  fear  of  resistance.  They  were  only  38  in 
number  ;  and  their  Colonel  having  asked  the  Holy  Father 
if  it  was  necessary  to  oppose  strength  to  strength,  had 
received  for  answer,  that  resistance  being  useless,  he  must 
yield,  and  suffer  his  Soldiers  to  be  disarmed  :  therefore,  at 
the  French  General’s  desire,  the  Swiss  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  let  themselves  be  shut  up  in  their  guard-house. 

General  Radet,  after  disarming  the  Swiss,  went  up  to 
the  Pope’s  apartments  with  his  hat  under  his  arm,  entered 
the  room  occupied  by  the  Sovereign  PontifF,  with  a  few 
soldiers,  who  had  their  hats  on.  It  appears  that  the  Holy 
Father  had  not  gone  to  bed.  The  General  found  him  at 
his  desk,  cloathed  as  when  he  goes  out,  that  is  to  say, 
in  his  surplice,  camail,  and  stole.  The  Pope  was  busy, 
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writing  ;  the  General  approached  to  intimate  to  him  the 
order  which  he  was  empowered  to  execute  “  Why  do 
you  come  to  disturb  my  mansion  ?”  said  the  holy  Father, 
looking  at  him  with  dignity,  “  what  do  you  want  ?”  At  these 
words,  the  soldiers,  who  till  then  had  kept  on  their  hats, 
took  them  off*  as  with  one  accord.  General  Radet  declared 
to  the  Pope,  that  he  came  from  the  French  Government,  to 
propose  to  him  to  consent  to  the  abdication  of  his  temporal 
sovereignty,  without  there  being  any  question  of  the  bull 
of  excommunication  ;  and  he  added,  that  on  that  condition 
he  might  remain  quietly  at  Rome.  The  Holy  Father,  lifting 
up  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  pointing  to  it  with  his  hand, 
replied  thus  to  the  General,  “  I  have  acted  in  all  things, 

66  only  after  consulting  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  I  had  rather 
“  be  torn  in  pieces,  than  retract  what  I  have  done.” — “  In 
“  this  case,”  said  the  General,  C£  I  have  orders  to  convey 
<£  you  out  of  Rome.”  The  Pope  rose  up,  and  without 
taking  any  thing  but  his  breviary,  which  he  put  under  his 
arm,  he  advanced  towards  the  door  giving  his  hand  to 
Cardinal  Pacca,  his  Secretary  of  State,-  who  had  repaired 
into  his  appartment  in  full  dress.  They  were  conducted  to 
the  gate,  which  they  had  broken  open,  where  they  found  a 
carriage  ready  for  them  to  go  in. 

Some  Romans,  who  dwrelt  near  the  Quirinal  Palace, 
being  wakened  by  the  noise,  and  had  opened  their  doors  to 
see  what  wras  going  on,  w  ere  confined  to  their  houses. 

The  Pope,  before  he  went  into  the  carriage,  gave  his 
blessing  to  the  city  of  Rome.  Cardinal  Pacca  was  placed 
beside  him,  and  the  carriage  was  shut,  so  that  no  one 
might  perceive  them.  They  went  out  of  the  city  by  the 
gate  Salara,  which  is  at  a  short  distance  from  the  Quirinal 
Palace.  The  street  which  leads  thither  being  little  frequeftt- 
ed,  seemed  most  favorable  to  the  success  of  a  secret  carry¬ 
ing  away.  It  was  about  three  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The 
coach,  surrounded  with  soldiers,  was  led  out  of  the  walls  to 
the  Gate  of  the  People ,  where  the  Florence  road  termi¬ 
nates,  Post  horses  were  ready  there,  which  were  harnessed 
immediately,  and  the  carriage  set  out  with  au  of 
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armed  men,  with  General  Radet,  who  was  upon  the  scat. 

The  Roman  postillions  received  orders  to  proceed  with 
the  utmost  diligence,  When  they  were  arrived  at  La 
Horta,  the  first  stage  of  that  road,  these  postillions  in 
profound  affliction,  and  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  cast  them¬ 
selves  at  the  feet  of  the  Holy  Father,  and  asked  his  blessing, 
l  ie  gave  it  to  them  with  the  air  of  gentleness  and  goodness 
which  characterize  him,  and  said  to  them :  “  Take  courage, 
“  my  children,  take  courage  and  pray.”  The  General 
observing  the  emotion  which  these  few  words  produced  in 
the  spectators,  drawn  hither  by  curiosity,  hastened  the 
departure  of  the  coach,  which  they  kept  close  shut  up,  on 
the  road,  notwithstanding  the  heat,  which  made  his  Holi¬ 
ness  suffer  much.  The  Roman  postillions,  on  their  return, 
had  still  tears  in  their  eyes,  whilst  they  were  relating  what 
had  just  happened. 

The  news  of  the  Pope’s  being  carried  away  having  quickly 
diffused  itself  in  Rome,  the  inhabitants  were  seen  in  a  pro¬ 
found  consternation,  crossing  the  streets  without  speaking 
to  one  another,  scarcely  lifting  up  their  eyes,  and  giving 
signs  of  a  real  grief.  They  spoke  of  this  news  in  weeping, 
and  with  lively  expressions  of  regret.  A  great  number  of 
Romans  had  resorted  to  the  churches,  where  they  shed 
tears  at  the  feet  of  the  altar. 

The  Pope’s  coach  was  conducted,  with  great  haste,  to 
the  frontiers  of  Tuscany.  The  day  he  was  seized  it  arri¬ 
ved  at  Radicofani,  the  first  village  of  the  States  of  Tuscany, 
situated  upon  a  very  high  mountain,  of  difficult  access, 
and  far  from  every  place  remarkable  for  its  population.  It 
was  then  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  pope  had  alrea¬ 
dy  travelled  about  thirty-six  French  leagues;  they  had  only 
stopped  as  long  as  wa^  necessary  to  change  the  horses. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  which  were  taken  to 
conceal  his  Holiness’s  journey,  he  could  not  remain  long 
unknown.  Every  where,  they  shewed  signs  of  affliction  ; 
sadness,  words,  and  even  silence,  had  something  very  ex¬ 
pressive.  These  exclamations  were  frequently  heard  :  Oh, 
God  !  can  you  suffer  this  ?  what  an  event !  ch,  for  patience 
to  support  this  trial ! 
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The  Pope  was  indisposed  by  the  fatigue  and  heat.  Pie 
suffered  a  very  violent  cholic,  and  they  were  obliged  to  sus¬ 
pend  their  journey  till  the  next  day,  Friday,  towards  five 
o’clock  in  the  evening.  They  were  desirous,  it  seems,  of 
iiqt  letting  it  be  known  in  the  inn  who  the  Pope  was ;  they 
had  carried  their  precautions  so  far,  as  to  ask  for  appart- 
ments,  not  for  the  Pope,  but  for  two  Cardinals.  That  did 
not  succeed>:  he  was  known,  and  the  news  of  his  arrival 
being  spread  in  the  village  of  Radicofani,  the  inhabitants 
flocked  round  to  see  him,  and  to  receive  his  benediction. 
“General  Radet  had  taken  gare  to  have  the  inn  quartered  by 
the  garrison  of  that  country.  The  soldiers  hindered  the 
multitude  from  approaching. 

Several  persons  of  die  Pope’s  household,  and  among 
others,  Prince  Doria,  groom  of  the  chamber,  a  prelate,  a 
physician,  and  two  chamberlains  ( cameriens ),  having  ob¬ 
tained  the  permission  of  going  to  join  him,  had  left  Rome 
precipitately.  They  arrived  at  Radicofani,  while  the  Pope 
was  still  there.  After  making  some  difficulties,  General  Ra¬ 
det  at  length  gave  them  leave  -to  follow  the  Pope.  From 
Radicofani  they  resumed  the  road  to  Florence,  always  ob¬ 
serving  the  same  precautions.  At  Sienna,  they  made  the 
post-horses  wait  out  of  the 'town,  :but  the  Pope  was  recognised 
•by  peasants  who  were  labouring  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thev 
approached  wdth  a  religious  reverence ;  the  soldiers  pushed 
them  away  immediately,  and  the  coach  set  out.  It  arrived 
on  Saturday,  the  8th  of  July,  at  Poggi-Bousi,  where  they 
granted  four  or  five  hours  rest  to  the  Pope.  Gnly  the  ser¬ 
vants  in  the  inn  wrcre  admitted  to  receive  his  blessing.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  place  were  not  allowed  to  approach. 

On  leaving  Poggi-Bousi,  the  coach  was  broken,  and  a 
violent  shock  which  ensued,  overthrew  General  Radet. 
He  dislocated  his  wrist  in  falling ;  but  that  accident  did 
not  stop  him.  The  same  shock  had  much  hurt  his  Holi¬ 
ness.  They  made  him  get  immediately  into  Prince  Doria’s 
carriage  and  they  proceeded  on  their  journey. 

The  same  day,  the  Pope  arrived  at  the  house  of  the 
Carthusians  at  Florence,  out  of  the  walls  of  the  town. 
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Here  he  took  several  hours  rest ;  but  the  religious  were  not 
allowed  to  speak  to  him.  They  separated  him  from  Car¬ 
dinal  Pacca,  whom  they  obliged  to  take  the  road  to  Bologna, 
Ufider  the  escort  of  some  armed  men  ;  whilst  the  Pope  was 
carried,  on  Sunday  morning,  by  the  Pisa  road,  to  Via- 
Resffio.  on  the  sea  road.  It  was  then  Mr.  Marcotti 
who  escorted  the  carriage,  instead  of  General  Radet.  The 
intention  of  the  government  was  to  conduct  the  Holy 
Father  into  France,  by  the  river  of  Genoa.  He  had  al¬ 
ready  reached  Chiavari,  where  General  Montchoisy,  whom 
he  met  on  the  road,  reflecting  on  the  difficulties  of  the 
journey,  and  on  the  fatigue  which  the  Pope  had  under¬ 
gone,  took  upon  himself  to  make  him  go  to  Alexandria, 
towards  Mount  Cenis. 

The  people,  informed  of  his  journey,  ran  in  crowds 
to  receive  his  blessing.  They  then  experienced  fewer 
difficulties;  they  were  permitted  to  see  the  Holy  Father. 
When  arrived  at  Alexandria,  he  remained  there  two  days, 
without  being  permitted  to  receive  the  persons  who  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  of  seeing  him.  They  resumed  the  road 
of  Mount  Cenis  by  Turin,  the  Pope  still  being  obliged  to 
remain  incognito.  The  Cardinal  Pacca,  who  had  been 
some  days  at  Alexandria,  was  conducted,  with  an  escort, 
by  the  same  road. 

The  Pope  passed  before  Turin,  on  Monday,  the  17th 
of  July,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Fie  was  then 
escorted  by  Mr.  Boissard,  Colonel  of  Gendarmerie .  His 
Holiness  experienced  a  fainting  fit  between  Rivoli  and 
Suza,  owing  to  the  fatigues  of  the  journey.  When  re¬ 
covered,  he  said  to  the  Colonel:  “  Have  you  orders  to 

conduct  me  dead  or  alive  ?  If  you  have  orders  to  put 
<£  me  to  death,  let  us  continue  our  journey;  if  not,  I 
“  must  stop.”  Upon  this  remonstrance  the  Colonel  or¬ 
dered  the  carriage  to  stop  in  a  neighbouring  village.  The 
Pope  asked  to  go  into  the  curate’s  house ;  they  conducted 
him  to  the  Mayor’s,  where  he  took  a  dish  of  chocolate, 
and  after  a  short  rest  they  made  him  get  into  the  carriage 
again,  to  continue  his  journey  to  Mount  Cenis,  where 
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ne  arrived  on  Monday  evening.  After  having  passed  two 
whole  days  at  the  inn,  they  made  him  set  out  on  Thursday 
morning,  20th  of  July,  by  the  Chambery  road.  The 
Cardinal  Pacca  had  joined  his  Holiness,  at  Mount  Cenis; 
he  set  out  from  thence  to  follow  the  same  direction.  At 
Montmeillan,  a  crowd  of  persons,  who  had  come  from 
Chambery,  to  see  the  Holy  Father,  had  the  comfort  of 
enjoying  his  presence  during  seven  or  eight  minutes,  that 
is  to  say,  while  they  were  changing  horses.  His  coun¬ 
tenance  always  preserved  its  natural  expression  of  good¬ 
ness  ;  but  some  marks  of  alteration,  caused  by  the  fatigues 
of  the  journey,  were  perceptible.  On  leaving  Montmeil¬ 
lan,  the  Cardinal  Pacca  was  reunited  to  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff,  and  they  entered  Grenoble  in  the  same  carriage. 

The  Pope  was  conducted  to  the  Hotel  of  the  Prefecture 9 
where  he  lodged  during  his  residence,  in  that  city.  On 
coming  out  of  the  carriage,  the  Cardinal  Pacca  was 
conducted  on  foot,  by  the  Mayor  and  the  Com¬ 
mandant,  to  the  Hotel  Belmont,  where  he  remained, 
without  being  able  to  have  any  intercourse  with  the  Holy 
Father.  It  wras  on  Friday,  the  21st  of  July,  at  six 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  that  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  entered 
Grenoble.  The  people,  forewarned  of  his  arrival,  had 
come  in  crowds  to  meet  him,  and  to  receive  his  blessing. 
The  eagerness  of  the  faithful  to  see  Pius  VII,  and  to 
receive  his  benediction,  had  continued  during  the  eleven 
days  That  he  remained  at  Grenoble.  The  Holy  Father 
designed  to  second  the  devotion  of  the  inhabitants.  Every 
evening  he  consented  to  go  in  the  gardens,  as  if  to  take  a 
walk,  in  order  to  give  his  blessing  to  the  people,  who  came 
in  crowds  to  receive  it,  through  the  iron  gates  which  sur¬ 
round  this  garden.  It  is  very  large,  and  even  public;  but^ 
at  this  time,  they  caused  all  the  avenues  of  it  to  be  exactly 
shut.  His  Holiness  was  received  with  the  greatest  ea¬ 
gerness  and  the  most  tender  piety,  by  the  people  in  that 
city,  but  very  ill  by  those  of  public  authority.  One  of  its 
members,  affecting  to  keep  his  hat  on  his  head  w’hile  accom¬ 
panying  his  Holiness  during  his  walk,  all  the  people  were 
indignant  at  it,  and  bewail  crying:  u  down  writh  your  hat 
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down  with  your  hat,”  until  he  had  taken  it  off.  Owinj 
to  the  disaffection  of  these  persons  employed  by  govern¬ 
ment,  few  were  allowed  to  hare  the  happiness  of  ap¬ 
proaching  him  in  his  appartnient,  and  of  kissing  his 
feet.  Some  may  have  heard  his  mass;  but  the  clergy 
were  constantly  repulsed.  Even  a  vicar-general  of  Lyons, 
who  was  charged  with  a  message  from  Cardinal  Fes  cl* 
for  his  Holiness,  was  not  permitted  to  speak  to  him. 

On  the  first  of  August,  the  Cardinal  Pacca  was  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  citadel  of  Fenestrelles,  without  being  able 
to  bid  adieu  to  the  Sovereign,  Pontiff,  who  was  dragged, 
on  the  same  day  towards  Valence.  Several  travellers  re¬ 
turning  from  Beaucaire  met  his  carriage.  He  could  only 
stop  half  an  hour  at  Avignon,  and  he  arrived  at  Aix,  on 
Friday,  the  fourth  of  August,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing;  few  perrons  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him,  many 
were  ignorant  of  his  journey.  The  conductors  of  Piu$ 
VII.  having  asked  him  three  times  if  he  wished  to  reside 
at  Aix,  he  always  answered,* 4  as  you  please.”  On  the 
Saturday,  he  caused  mass  to  be  said  for  him  in  t}ie  hotel 
where  he  had  passed  the  night;  after  which,  he  gave  his  bles¬ 
sing  from  his  balcony,  and  set  out.  Sicur  Boissard  had 
always  the  charge  of  accompanying  him.  They  took  the 
road  to  Nice,  where  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  the  church 
had  already  been  announced  by  a  traveller.  The  Bishop 
of  Nice  and  the  Queen  of  Etruria  came  to  meet  him  beyond 
the  bridge  of  the  Var.  The  Pope  was  already  there,  and  he  was 
on  foot  to  cross  the  bridge.  Then  a  most  interesting  scene  pre¬ 
sented  itself:  a  Queen  and  her  son  at  the  feet  of  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff,  expressing  themselves  only  by  a  silence,  a  thousand 
times  more  eloquent  than  the  most  studied  discourse.  The 
Pope,  the  Bishop,  and  the  Queen  re-entered  their  carria¬ 
ges,  and  they  soon  reached  Nice,  in  the  midst  of  an  im¬ 
mense  crowd,  whose  satisfaction  was  painted  on  their 
countenances.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  Au¬ 
gust:  the  illustrious  Pontiff  was  lodged  in  the  hotel  of 
the  prefecture,  and  it  is  difficult  to  express  the  enthusiasm 
and  the  joy  which  the  presence  of*  the  Chief  of  Christendom 
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excited  among  the  inhabitants  of  that  city.  The  three 
clays  which  he  spent  at  Nice  were  like  holidays.  He  cele¬ 
brated  the  holy  sacrifice  every  morning,  received  the 
bishop  and  the  curates  of  the  surrounding  country,  and 
seven  or  eight  times  a  day,  he  shewed  himself  on  the  bal¬ 
cony  at  the  sea  side,  to  give  his  benediction  to  the  mul¬ 
titude  which  ran  thither  from  all  quarters.  In  the  even¬ 
ing,  every  one  was  eager  to  illuminate,  as  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  their  joy,  except  hbwever,  those  in  civil  authority. 
On  the  Gth  towards  half  past  five  in  the  evening,  ser 
venty  two  fishing  boats  were  ranged  in  order,  opposite 
to  the  balcony  of  the  prefecture;  more  than  16,000  in¬ 
dividuals,  of  both  sexes,  and  of  every  age,  had  repaired  tin* .. 
ther  to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  seeing  his  Holiness;  when  at 
six  o’clock,  he  appeared  and  gave  his  blessing,  with  the 
acclamations  of  “  Long  live  Jesus  Christ  and  his  repre¬ 
sentative  on  earth  !  Long  live  the  faith  !  long  live  the  chris- 
u  tian  religion  !”  These  repeated  cries  would  have  fatigued 
the  Colonel  charged  with  the  escort,  if  a  counsellor  of  the 
prefecture,  with  a  sign  of  his  hand  had  not  suddenly  stop* 
r^ed  these  extasies  of  a  holy  jubilation.  A  religious  silence 
reigned  immediately,  and  the  calm  of  the  sea  added  to 
this  astonishing  tranquillity.  Two  hours  after,  the  seventy 
fishing-boats  appeared  perfectly  illuminated  ;  towards  nine 
o’clock,  the  ramparts  were  already  covered  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  crowd,  which  came  to  recite  the  Rosary,  for 
the  preservation  of,  and  a  happy  journey  to,  the  Vicar 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Many  persons  passed  the  night  upon 
the  shore,  singing  hymns,  waiting  to  receive  the  Pope’s 
pf  -  ting  blessing  next  morning.  It  was  seven  o’clock  when 
lie  got  ipto  the  carriage.  He  had  said  mass,  and  had  admitted 
persons  to  prostrate  themselves  at  his  feet,  as  he  had  done 
the  day  before.  The  crowd  of  spectators  was  immense, 
but  the  greatest  order  reigned  there.  Tears  of  tenderness 
flowed  from  all  their  eyes;  and  the  four  coaches  of  the 
equipage  left  Nice  to  repair  to  Savona. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  communes  flocked 
upon  the  road;  they  placed  bells  upon  the  trees;  prepared 


fireworks:  and  every  one  prostrated  themselves  to  receive 
the  Holy  Father’s  blessing.  The  first  day’s  Journey  was 
indeed  very  slow;  for  the  Pope  did  not  reach  Sespello  till 
nine  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

The  Holy  Father  was  first  lodged  at  the  Mayor  of 
Savona’s-  house;  a  few  days  after  he  was  removed  to  the 
Episcopal  Palace,  and  now  (27th  of  September)  they  have 
again  removed  him  to  the  prefecture.  There  he  is  continu¬ 
ally  guarded  by  a  company  of  armed  men  (gendarmes;) 
lie  has  only  been  out  once  to  go  and  visit  a  church, 
dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  at  an  hour  and  a  half’s 
walk  from  Savona.  He  officiated  on  the  eighth  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  our  blessed  Lady; 
and  there  is  always  a  great  crowd  of  people  that  come  to  see 
this  august  prisoner,  and  to  receive  his  blessing.  Some 
travellers  were  obliged  to  sleep  in  their  carriage  in  pas¬ 
sing  through  this  city,  because  they  found  no  beds  at 
the  inns.  The  Pope  could  only  be  spoken  to  in  presence 
of  the  mayor,  or  of  the  captain  of  the  gendarmes.  He 
is  not  allowed  to  write  to  any  one;  and  the  Bishop  of 
Savona  is  not  more  privileged  than  others.  The  Cardinals 
Doria,  when  they  came  to  Paris,  could  only  see  his  HoK-r 
ness  from  the  middle  of  the  square,  whilst  he  was  giving 
his  blessing  to  the  people.  They  were  only  permitted  to 
speak  for  half  an  hour  to  their  nephew,  a  priest  or  prelate 
in  his  Holiness’s  suite.  Pius  the  VII.  is  always  a  model 
of  patience  and  resignation;  the  persons  admitted  to  kiss 
Ms  feet  cannot  contain  their  tears ;  and  every  one  consider^ 
him  as  a  saint. 

The  French  government  sent,  towards  the  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  a  deputy  to  the  Pope,  M.  Salmatoris,  a  Pied¬ 
montese,  whose  charge  it  was  to  represent  to  the  So¬ 
vereign  Pontiff,  that  it  became  his  dignity  to  have  a 
more  numerous  equipage,  and  to  be  less  shabbily  lodged. 
In  fact,  a  suitable  lodging  was  prepared,  servants  clothed 
in  the  Pontifical  livery  were  presented  to  him,  and  protest 
that  they  will  serve  him  with  zeal :  in  fine,  a  hundred 
thousand  livres  per  month,  are  offered  to  his  Holiness 
or  his  expenses.  Pius  the  VII.  refused  every  thing; 
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and  yet  M.  Salmatoris  remained  at  Savona,  with  all  ins 
suite.  Eight  days  after,  M.  Berthier,  brother  to  the 
Prince  of  Neufchatel,  arrived,  with  the  title  of  Master  of 
the  Pope's  Palace .  The  Cathedral  of  Savona  bears  at 
present  the  title  of  the  Pope’s  Chapel.  The  prelate,  the 
mayor,  and  all  who  belong  to  the  government,  repair 
thither  in  a  body  on  Sundays,  to  hear  the  mass,  which 
they  take  a  delight  to  call  the  Papal  mass.  The  first 
time  they  begged  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  in  the  most  polite 
manner,  to  say  mass  that  day  at  the  Cathedral ;  it  seems  that 
his  Ploliness  had  some  suspicion  of  the  numerous  assembly 
which  was  in  the  church,  for  he  refused  to  go  there. 
Pius  the  VII.  continues  to  receive  every  morning  about 
i'00  persons,  who  are  admitted  to  kiss  his  feet;  he  gives 
his  blessing  twice  a  day  to  the  people,  and  the  concourse 
is  always  equally  great  at  Savona*  However  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff  has  not  yet  obtained  leave  to  write,  m%  to  speak  to 
any  one,  unless  the  mayor,  or  the  captain  of  the  gendar - 
me?ie}  who  keeps  him  day  and  night,  are  present. 

An  Account  of  isohat  passed  in  the  Translation  of  the  Sa¬ 
ve  re  ig?i  Pontiff ,’  from  his  Prison  at  Savona ,  to  that  xf 

Fount airibleaU)  whither  they  lately  conducted  him. 

We  have  just  heard,  by  a  very  certain  authority,  that 
his  Holiness,  after  having  remained  in  his  captivity  at  SaVo- 
na  two  years  and  ten  months,  wras  suddenly  taken  out  of  it^ 
and  conveyed  to  Fontainbleau,  near  Paris.  It  happened  in 
this  manner :  at  the  moment  he  was  to  set  out  for  F ranee, 
knowing  with  what  respect  and  affection  he  had  there  been 
received  by  all  the  people;"' the  greatest  precautions  were 
taken  that  ho  might  not,  this  time,  be  recognised  by  any  one. 
They  therefore  made  him  leave  Savona  with  the  greatest- 
secrecy,  without  its  being  suspected  in  the  town ;  they  then 
obliged  the  Sovereign  Pontiff*  to  put  on  a  blue  cloak  to  con¬ 
ceal  his  cloathes,  and  finally,  made  him  travel  with  die 
greatest  expedition,  so  that  they  stopped  no  where*  and 
would  grant  him  no  rest,  from  Savona  to  Mount  Cenk. 
Oh  !  how  much  did  this  Holy  Pope  suffer,  who  is  so  sus- 
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fieptible  of  heat,  during  so  long  a  journey,  and  travelling 
with  such  precipitation,  being  wrapped  up  during  the  whole 
way  in  a  cloak,  over  his  other  cloathes,  and  that  in  the 
month  of  J uly,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  time  of  the  year  when 
the  heats  are  most  insupportable  in  that  country,  and  shut 
up  in  a  coach,  in  which,  for  fear  of  his  being  known,  they  did 
not  even  let  down  the  glasses.  Is  not  this  a  kind  of  martyrdom 
so  much  the  more  difficult  to  endure,  as  it  is  longer,  and  in 
such  a  case,  all  our  strength  fails,  without  however,  dying  of  it? 

He  arrived  at  the  inn  on  Mount  Cenis,  in  a  state  of  great 
weakness,  and  oppressed  w'ith  extreme  fatigue.  By  way  of 
not  letting  him  be  seen,  all  those  who  repaired  the  roads 
were  commanded  to  retire  *  and  the  most  rigorous  orders 
were  given  to  make  all  French  or  Italian  travellers  turn 
back  who  w'ere  crossing  this  mountain  ;  but  all  these  pre¬ 
cautions  served  only  to  divulge  what  they  sought  to  conceal, 
as  his  Holiness  was  obliged,  and  forced,  on  account  of  his 
health,  to  reside  three  days  on  this  mountain,  which  gave 
time  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  these  extraordinary  events. 

Notwithstanding,  from  Mount  Cenis  to  Lyons,  there  was 
only  one  small  village  where  they  were  informed  of  his 
Holiness’s  journey  ;  several  of  the  faithful  had  assembled 
on  the  road  to  see  him,  and  if  possible,  to  receive  his  bles¬ 
sing.  One  of  the  men  who  conducted  the  Pope,  and  who 
went  before  the  carriage  at  some  distance,  having  perceived 
them,  and  understanding  what  their  intention  was,  told 
them,  that  he  whom  they  expected  was  at  thirty  leagues 
from  thence,  and  that  they  must  withdraw'.  This  little 
flock  dispersed  immediately ;  but  being  persuaded  that  they 
would  not  have  compelled  them  to  retire,  if  his  Holiness 
had  been  at  thirty  leagues  distance,  they  reassembled  soon 
after,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  they  saw  the  Pope’s  car¬ 
riage  appear ;  when  it  was  near  them,  his  Holiness  let  down 
the  glass,  and  gave  them  his  benediction.  Immediately 
another  hand  drew  up  the  glass  ;  during  this  short  interval, 
some  millitary  of  a  superior  rank  were  perceived  in  the 
other  coaches  and  it  was  afterwards  known  they  were 
gendarmes  dressed  like  citizens. 


His  Holiness  passed  through  the  city  of  Lyons,  on  Thurs* 
day,  the  IStli  of  June,  at  ten  o’clock  at  night,  without  being 
perceived  by  any  one,  though  they  watched  for  the  purpose  * 
having  heard,  during  tlie  three  days  which  he  spent  at 
Mount  Cenis,  that  he  was  really  to  pass  through  Lyons* 
He  arrived  at  Fontainbleau  on  Saturday  the  20th*  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  easy  to  judge  by  this* 
with  what  precipitation  they  made  him  travel,  and  conse¬ 
quently,  of'all  that  he  had  to  suffer  ;  particularly  as  he  was 
troubled  with  a  retention  of  urine,  from  which  he  suffers 
much,  even  while  he  rests  himself  quietly  in  his  appartment ; 
indeed,  some  days  after  his  arrival,  scarcely  could  he  walk 
two  hours  a  day  in  his  own  room,  so  much  had  the  journey 
increased  his  disorder.  What  contributed  much  to  it  was, 
that  instead  of  finding  his  appartment  ready,  on  his  arrival 
ct  Fontainbleau,  and  taking  immediately  a  little  rest,  alter 
having  passed  several  nights  on  the  road,  without  being  able 
to  sleep  one  moment,  on  account  of  the  precipitation  of  the 
journey,  his  Holiness  found  it  shut  up.  The  keeper  of  the 
palace  not  having  received  an  order  of  admitting  him  into 
it,  he  could  only  receive  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  into  his  own 
lodging.  However,  two  hours  after,  the  order  for  opening 
the  palace  for  the  Pope  arrived ;  but  though  he  stood  in  so 
much  need  of  rest,  they  did  not  let  him  go  to  his  appart¬ 
ment  till  ten  o’clock  at  night,  to  avoid  all  suspicion,  and  to 
prevent  the  people’s  eagerness  to  show  their  respect.  What 
wickedness !  what  hardness  of  heart  !  what  inhumanity  f 
what  sufferings  for  his  Holiness  ! 

However,  this  worthy  and  ever  illustrious  Pontiff  pos¬ 
sessing  his  soul  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  in  the  most 
tender  love  towards  his  enemies,  and  even  towards  the  im¬ 
mediate  cause  of  his  sufferings,  assembled  all  those  who 
had  accompanied  him,  and  instead  of  reproaching  them, 
he  thanked  them  for  the  attentions  which  they  had  shewn 
him  (they  were  few  indeed;  but  to  a  great  mind,  and 
above  all,  to  a  holy  soul,  whatever  is  done  for  him  always 
appears  considerable,  and  excites  his  gratitude).  He  added 
in  concluding:  u  An  unfortunate  man,  like  myself,  has 
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66  nothing  to  offer  you  but  prayers :  be  assured  that  I  shall 
“  never  forget  you.” — These  words  drew  tears  from  the 
eyes  of  all  that  were  present ;  and  one  of  them  wept  once 
more  in  repeating  them  to  a  priest  at  Paris,  and  in  relating 
to  him  what  had  passed,  daring  so  affecting  a  scene. 

The  Pope  has  with  him  the  Archbishop  ofEdessa,  admi¬ 
nistrator  of  the  diocese  of  Immola.  The  Bishop  of  Nantes, 
and  some  others,  who  are  most  favourable  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  have  been  sent  to  Fontainbleau,  to  endeavour  to 
gain  him  over ;  but  his  Holiness  always  shews  the  greatest 
firmness.  His  life  is  that  of  a  saint ;  he  is  almost  always  in 
prayer. 

All  the  Cardinals  who  were  at  Paris  have  been  permitted 
to  pay  their  respects  to  him  once ;  some  of  the  ministers  of 
the  government  have  also  been  to  offer  their  homage  to  him. 
The  Archbishop’s  palace  at  Paris  is  repairing  with  the 
greatest  diligence,  and  it  is  even  intended  to  pay  him  some 
external  honours.  But  we  must  not  be  deceived  : — all  this 
is  only  an  infernal  policy,  and  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Emperor  pf  Austria,  of  the  King  of  Saxony,  Ireland, 
Sicily,  and  all  the  Catholic  Nations ;  but  above  all,  of  the 
Poles,  whom  they  wish  to  gain  at  present.  People  may  be 
led  to  suppose  that  the  Emperor,  seeing  the  Pope’s  health 
decay  daily,  would  be  glad  for  him  to  end  his  days  in  Paris, 
to  the  end  that  the  anti-pope,  which  lie  will  certainly  en¬ 
deavour  to  make,  may  appear  with  a  better  grace  to  succeed 
him  in  taking  possession  of  the  same  palace  in  which  will 
have  resided  the  illustrious  and  immortal  Pius  VII. — but  it 
is  i  ery  clear  the  Pope  named  by  Bapnaparte  will  not  be  the 
real  one;  and  those  persons  must  be  truly  blind  who  allow 
themselves  to  be  so  deceived. 
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